514          MAECELLUS CLAIMED NO  VICTORY.

mistakes the locality, but agrees in the main fact with the
other authorities. This looks less like a defeat of Hannibal
on the second day than the result of a brilliant victory. And
it is fair to read this victory between the lines of Livy.
Certainly, Marcellus' task had been to keep Hannibal in-
northern Apulia; he had failed to perform it; and under
Livy's statement, in view of what he himself further records?
Marcellus can scarcely be credited with a day won.

Moreover, at the close of the year in Rome, at the time of
canvassing for new consuls, there was a vast deal of criticism
of Marcellus' conduct at this time, and he was openly accused
before the Roman public in the Flaminian circus by the ple-
beian tribune Publicius of losing both these battles. " Mar-
cellus was under an ill report, not only because he Lad failed
in his first battle, but further, because while Hannibal was
going wherever he pleased throughout Italy, he had led Ms
troops to Venusia in the midst of summer to lodge in houses,'y
says Livy. It will not do to underrate Marcellus. He was
a brave and excellent soldier, whose ability stands out in
cheering relief above the average of Roman generalship in
these years, but too many victories must not be ascribed to
him. There is no doubt that Hannibal had been undesirous
of fighting, and now retired into Bruttium, partly because lie
must recruit his battle-torn ranks, partly to relieve Caulon,
but he does not appear to have been driven away by a bad
defeat. The Romans continued to occupy upper Apulia^
Marcellus in Yenusia being the centre-point.

Fulvius, having nothing in his front, now made a raid
into the Hirpinian, Lueanian and Volcentian domain in lower
Samnium. Left without support or hope of it, these peoples,
hitherto strong adherents of Hannibal's, surrendered their
towns and the Carthaginian garrisons, without attempt at
opposition. Fulvius was politic enough to treat the townsh,at)s now tho most important objective of tho Roman arms*us continued
